Professor Bezalal Porten
My training took place at Temple University in Philadelphia and at Columbia University and the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York City, in the fields of general and Jewish History and Bible. mentors were Profs. Shalom Spiegel, H.L. Ginsberg, and Salo Baron. I had Prof. E.Y. Kutscher as a private tutor for Aramaic and acquired working knowledge of Egyptian, especially demotic, at the Institute of the University of Chicago. I developed the field of Aramaic papyrology and wrote a seminal work on the Jews of the ancient military colony on the island of Elephantine, opposite Aswan in Egypt, during the fifth century BCE. In addition to numerous individual studies on Biblical narrative, the Jews of Egypt, and Aramaic studies, I collaborated with H.Z. Szubin in producing over a dozen articles on the law of the Aramaic papyri and with Ada Yardeni in the publication of four volumes entitled Textbook of Aramaic Documents from Ancient Egypt.
I have taught at Spertus College and Roosevelt University in Chicago The
University of California at Berkeley and Davis, the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York, Yale University in New Haven, and the Universities of Tel-Aviv and Haifa and the Hebrew University in Israel. I am here in Sydney, staying at Mandelbaum House and giving a course at the University, for the second time. I was last here in 1998 and it is a pleasure to be back. Then as now, I gave four classes on Aramaic documents. This time, we devoted two sessions to the documents from Elephantine and two to the Idumean ostraca. In the sessions on the Elephantine documents we dealt with a comparison of the two drafts of the Bagavahya letters, which came first, and of a comparison among the three marriage documents. In both cases we screened photos of the texts. In the sessions on the Idumean ostraca, we selected twelve ostraca published by Eph'al-Naveh, screened photos and hand-copies of them, and had students try to read them. It was an exercise in latter recognition. We also screened a power-point presentation, "The Joy ofStudying Aramaic Ostraca," discussing the different kinds of texts and methods of studying them.
A general lecture entitled "The Beloved in the Song of Songs; Typical or Atypical?" was presented at Mandelbaum House and a lively discussion followed the presentation. I also delivered a scholarly lecture at Macquarie University entitled "Aramaic Papyrology and Ostracology." I felt a welcoming reception in both my classes and lectures and hope to have the opportunity to return. February.  A wide range of papers will be presented between 9:00am and 5:00pm on both days of the Conference.  The Annual General Meeting of the AAJS will be held during the Conference.  Receipts will be available at the Conference unless otherwise requested. All other correspondence may be sent to the above postal address or alternatively to manny.waks@gmail.com.
Bezalal Porten

Dr Nili Wazana
Conference fees (includes registration
Accommodation:
Convenient accommodation is available at two hotels across the road from the Conference venue. Rydges Capital Hill are offering a mixture of Queen bedded rooms and two double bedded rooms at $189/night for one guest and $209 for two guests including breakfast (www.rydges.com/capitalhill). Bentley Suites prices are $235/night for a one bedroom apartment, $275 for two and $355 for three (www.bentleysuites.com.au). To secure your booking, please ensure to book ASAP. 
We look forward to welcoming you!
Call for Papers
The conference theme for 2011 is "Religion and Politics". We are seeking to create a forum in which to explore these two powerful concepts in the context of Jewish history, traditions, texts and cultures, social economic and political conditions, and the like of Jewish communities in Israel and across the diaspora. Papers from a variety of disciplines are welcome, and these may discuss any aspect of the relationship of Judaism to religion and/or politics.
Papers on other topics will be considered but preference will be given to those bearing directly on the conference theme.
Submissions to present papers must be made by 6 September 2010. Acceptance of papers will be notified by email no later than October 2010. Submissions must include author's name, postal and email address, institutional affiliation, abstract of the paper to be presented and short biographical note. The abstract must be 200-300 words and the biographical note no more than 50 words.
The AAJS encourages students who are engaged in academic research to submit proposals based on their work to the program committee. Authors should clearly indicate their student status with their submission.
Presenters are invited to submit written articles for consideration for publication in
The Australian Journal of Jewish Studies. In June I attended the annual conference of the International Council of Christians and Jews in Istanbul and found it to be one of the most informative and enjoyable conferences I have attended. It is the first time this conference has been held in a predominantly Muslim country. Despite tensions following the Flotilla incident, it was decided that the conference would go ahead. Turkey has been a long term ally of Israel and saved many victims of the Nazi Holocaust during World War II. The Gaza incident caused tensions, but despite this, it was felt that the time to have an interfaith conference was appropriate, especially when the friendship is being tested Present were about one hundred participants from several countries including Poland, Israel, Canada, USA, Australia, the Netherlands, South America, France, Slovakia, South Africa and Turkey itself. For many, it was their first experience of the shining, multi cultured coastal city by the sea, Istanbul with its many minarets piercing the skyline.
The title of the conference: 'That we may know one another' comes from a verse in the Koran. A young participant thanked the ICCJ for creating a safe space where expressed opinions could be aired without fear of reprisal. She said she wished to challenge those members of our community, who do not wish to meet the 'other' and wished to remain within the confines of their own safe world. We have need not only of interreligious dialogue but also of intra religious dialogue to bring people who resist change into the relationship of openness. At the same time, it was said that we should create a home for ourselves within the confines of the structures in which we live, and to devise new models to attrac people. On this basis, the ICCJ has resolved to create stronger links with the Young leadership Committee, whose meeting was in Dublin in July. Next year their meeting will be at the same time as the ICCJ conference, which will be in Cracow.
One keynote speaker Susannah Heschel, quoting her father Abraham Hershel said 'What I receive I must transform.' However, the ICCJ is not about to become the International Council of Jews, Christians and Muslims, but has resolved to develop more dialogue with Islam. The ICCJ focus will remain on the relations between Jews and Christians but it has resolved to revive the Abrahamic Conference founded some years ago, which needs needs reinvigorating.
In several workshops, we learnt about the religious and political situatio in Turkey− how it has applied to join the European Union and how religion is strictly controlled by the State as well as the situation of Orthodox Christians in Turkey. There was also a discussion on the controversial Kairos document, published by Middle Eastern church leaders One evening we attended a Sephardi synagogue service in Istanbul and a concert by nine cantors from different synagogues followed by a sumptuous dinner in the covered courtyard outside the synagogue. The dining room was the earlier synagogue. I was at the table with the nine cantors and their wives.
Another time, we visited the Catholic Cathedral attached to the French School (Francesis Lisesi) owned by the Sisters of Sion, where I stayed after the ICCJ conference. The bishop spoke to the group, but the sound system was poor and he spoke in French which was translated by an African priest. A superb organist played some favourite pieces from Palestrina, Handel and other great composers. A female Muslim soloist from Ankara accompanied the organist.
There are only 5000 Christians in Istanbul as there was an enforced population exchange between Muslims from Athens in 1923, a time of great hardship.
All who attended, the ICCJ conference learnt about the richness of the culture of the 'other' in the exotic, Turkish setting, and went from the conference enriched and enlightened. As Susannah Hershel said: 'What I receive I transform'.
It was a pleasant experience to be right on the Bosphoros with its birds, fresh sea air, in view of the passage of ships and boats and close to ancient cultural heritage sites that had not been razed by wars.
However, one was warned against drinking the water, so bottled water was on sale everywhere for varying prices. The large sweet cherries in season, figs the size of apples and apricots as well as fresh produce in this very agricultural country, the handicrafts, the pottery and the fabulous carpets all combined with the quality of the conference to make this an exhilarating experience.
I was fortunate enough also to take a four day tour on the local buses to Cappodocia and Ephesus. His wisdom, knowledge, experience and generosity of spirit will be sorely and greatly missed by all those who knew him, his friends and colleagues, those who worked and studied with him, learnt from him and were inspired by him.
We send our deep condolences to his wife Diana and their family. 
